Observations on Organic Affections of the Heart. By R.
Wade, Esq., Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, and Lecturer on Morbid Anatomy, &c. In the following observations, those of my readers who have more particularly investigated the organic affections of the heart, may perhaps find but little novelty; but as a faithful record of the phenomena observable in such affections, and of the mode of treatment found to tend most to their relief, they may not prove altogether uninteresting; and I trust that, to students, they will, at all events, be useful, and excite their more profound attention to a subject of such vital importance in their profession.
Notwithstanding It is now, I believe, generally admitted that idiopathic hydrothorax is a disease of comparatively rare occurrence, and that most instances of this affection described by authors have been the result of structural disease of the heart, or large blood-vessels : the late Dr. Baillie has fallen into the error of confounding the symptoms of hydrothorax with those of cardiac disease, as I think will be apparent on a reference to his work on Morbid Anatomy. Much difference of opinion prevails as to the cause of many of the post-mortem appearances of disease in the muscular structure of the heart; some authors referring them all to inflammation, others almost denying its existence; amongst whom is Laennec, who, however, allows that the heart itself may be occasionally, although rarely, inflamed in minute spots, but considers the mischief invariably confined to the cellular tissue of the organ. The changes of structure in the heart, which have so often been referred to inflammation, are, a softened and pulpy state of its parietes, which are of a pale yellowish brown, or of a deep red colour, with either indurated or softened texture. It is probable that the pale flabby heart may generally be the result of defective nutrition, although, in one or two instances which I have seen, it was certainly accompanied by inflammation. animal food, in-small quantities, will be found best.
The various connexions of the par vagum should be well considered, which will throw much light upon many of the numerous symptoms attending affections of the heart. In many organic affections of the heart, the pulse appears to be double: a slight impulse is first communicated to the finger, which is quickly followed by a stronger one, corresponding to the contractions of the auricles and ventricles; and in those cases where this kind of pulse has been observed, (and I have had the opportunity, in these instances, of examination of the body after death,) the mitral valve has been considerably thickened, or the left auriculo-ventricular opening has been contracted; but the double pulse is, I believe, oftener absent than present in those cases where the above-mentioned alteration of structure has taken place.
(To be concluded iii our next.)
